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DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY REACTION TO THE APPARENT "OLIVE BRANCH" 
EXTENDED BY THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT TO THE GUERILLA FORCES 
YESTERDAY? 

A. I WOULD SAY FIRST, THAT I DO NOT HAVE A JUDGMENT ON 
THAT PARTICULAR MATTER. WHAT MATTERS IN ANY CASE , IN 
CONNECTION WITH THEIR OFFER OF A GENERAL AMNESTY AND THE 
RETURN OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FIGHTING AGAINST THE PRE- 
EXISTING REGIME, IS A REACTION IN FACT AND THE ACTION ON 
THE GROUND - A REACTION OF THE PEOPLE WITHIN RHODESIA - 
A REACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT IN RHODESIA - AND A REACTION 
OF THOSE TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED. AND, FRANKLY, WE WOULD 
WITHHOLD JUDGMENT PENDING THAT. I WOULD NOTE THAT WHAT IS 
CRITICAL IN ANY CASE TO THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF ALL PAR 
TIES IN A TRANSITION IN RHODESIA, IS THE CONFIDENCE THAT 
ALL THE PARTIES HAVE IN THE FAIRNESS OF THE PROCEDURES FOR 
TRANSITION - I.E. THAT THE POSSIBILITY FOR FULL PARTICIPA- 
TION IS GUARANTEED. AND IN THAT CONNECTION, THE UNITED 
STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
PROPOSAL WE PUT FORWARD FOR SUCH AN IMPARTIAL TRANSITION 
WITH SOME KIND OF GUARANTEES WHICH WOULD BE SATISFACTORY 
WITH ALL THE PARTIES, REMAINS A VALID PROPOSAL. BUT I 
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AM NOT, IN FACT, PASSING JUDGMENT AT THIS TIME. THE 
ADMINISTRATION IS NOT PASSING JUDGMENT AT THIS TIME ON 
THAT PROPOSAL. 

Q. COULD YOU CLARIFY THE BASIC POSITION OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN AT THIS POINT? 

A. THERE IS NOTHING PARTICULARLY NEW ON THAT. WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE THAT A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION, AN "ALL 
PARTIES CONFERENCE", WOULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF A PEACE- 
FUL TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE. WE ARE CONTINUING 
TO PRESS THAT CASE WITH THE INTERESTED PARTIES. I DO NOT 
HAVE A SPECIFIC "COMING-AND-GOING" FOR YOU AT THIS POINT 
ON OUR PEOPLE TALKING TO THIS PERSON OR THAT PERSON, OR 
THAT GROUP. 

Q. IT WOULD SEEM LIKELY THAT IN THE THREE HOURS CONVERSA- 
TION THAT THE SECRETARY HAD WITH THE FRONT-LINE PEOPLE ON 
SUNDAY, THE QUESTION WOULD HAVE ARISEN WHETHER THE UNITED 
STATES AND BRITAIN WOULD "ADVISE" THE MEMBERS OF SWAPO 
AND ZANU TO GO IN, OR NOT TO GO IN. DID THAT COME UP? 
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A. NO, I DON'T THINK SO. I THINK THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
VERY PREMATURE, AS A MATTER OF FACT, BECAUSE IN THE AB- 
SENCE OF KNOWING THE TERMS AND SAYING THE EXACT LANGUAGE, 
IT WOULD BE HARD TO ADVISE PEOPLE WHAT TO DO. 

Q. WELL, LET ME PUT IT ANOTHER WAY: IF ASKED, WHAT WOULD 
WE ADVISE THE SWAPO AND ZANU PEOPLE TO DO AT THIS POINT. 

A. AT THIS POINT. THE REASON I AM WITHHOLDING AN ANSWER 
TO THAT IS THE SAME REASON THAT WE ARE WITHHOLDING A JUDG- 
MENT GENERALLY - AND THAT IS TO SEE PRECISELY BOTH HOW 
THE ANNOUNCED PLANS ARE IMPLEMENTED TO SEE WHAT THE RE- 
ACTION OF THE WHITE POWER STRUCTURE IS IN ZIMBABWE TO THIS 
PLAN. AND TO SEE WHAT THE REACTION OF THE PEOPLE THEM- 
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SELVES MAY BE TO IT. AND FOR THE MOMENT, WE HAVE NOTHING 
TO OFFER. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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